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P.S. Our kids inspired us this year 
like never before. We were honored 
and uplifted to receive this note from 
our friend Davis. His loving advice is 
something we can all use:
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DEAR BOOK HARVEST FRIENDS AND FAMILY,

In April, as we were all struggling to adjust to a new normal of anxiety and lockdowns, a mom reflected 
on how she and her eight-year-old son were coping with the isolation they faced:

We can both go wherever we like in the world just by reading books.

2020 was a brutal year. And, yet, as this mom reminded us, books take us places even when we can’t 
go anywhere. They help us escape from the stresses right in front of us; they serve as a wellspring of 
comfort, far horizons, and shared experiences; they spark joy and build brains; and, now more than 
ever, they combat isolation. 

2020 affirmed what we at Book Harvest have been doing since 2011. Providing children and families 
with access to books, in abundance, is the work we strive to do both in a pandemic and in normal 
times. And along the way, we provide a host of literacy supports to parents so that they are able to 
enjoy snuggling up with their precious children for bedtime stories – heading off to lands of adventure, 
exploration, and delight together.

In 2020, with school doors shuttered and with parents heroically juggling roles of worker, teacher, 
and caregiver, our work compelled us to embrace with a newfound urgency two imperatives: 
Keep Learning Alive and Keep Parents Connected. 

You’ll learn more about this work in the pages of this report. But first: thank you. As we raced this year 
to innovate safe new approaches to delivering books and literacy supports to children and families, 
we were buoyed and lifted up by YOU – by your book donations, your financial gifts, your volunteer 
service, your generous expressions of concern, and your unwavering friendship.

Ginger Young
Executive Director

Tabitha Blackwell
Board Chair

We wish you good health, and the power to go  
wherever you like in the world by reading books.
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2020 AUTHORS’ CIRCLE

This year, Book Harvest lost a dear friend, devoted ally, and 
passionate advocate. Randall Kenan (right) was part of the 
Book Harvest family 
from our very first days. 
He is pictured here 
with fellow Authors’ 
Circle Co-Chair Daniel 
Wallace at our 2013 
Dream Big Book Drive. 
We are heartbroken, 
but we will always be 
inspired by the words he left behind.

REMEMBRANCE:
RANDALL KENAN, 1963-2020

2020 FINANCIALS
AT-A-GLANCE*

CASH REVENUE
Individuals $1,067,422 ** 51%
Foundations $697,325  33%
Government $160,041  8%
Sponsorships $141,610  7%
Investment Earnings/Other  $17,150  <1%
Corporate and Community $14,673  <1%

TOTAL $2,098,221

Early Literacy: Book Babies,  $496,552 35%
Pre-K/K Transition
Learning Partnerships:  $398,848 28%
Books on Break, 
Community Programs
Administrative $148,574 10%
Book Bank $116,204 8%
Fundraising  $113,536 8%
Communications $76,371 5%
Events $59,673 4%
Strategic Initiatives $19,020 1%

TOTAL $1,428,778

CASH EXPENSE

** Includes early payments on pledges originally scheduled 
for 2021 and 2022 to take advantage of the CARES Act.

*Unaudited figures; audit available upon request.



WELL FED, WELL READ
Recognizing that nourishing young brains as well as 
bodies was more important than ever in 2020, we 
launched Well Fed, Well Read. Every week, children 
and their families harvested bags brimming with age-
appropriate books, to go along with the meals they 
received from our community partners. 

BOOKS TO CHILD CARE CENTERS
We knew that essential workers who depend on child care 
centers to keep their very young children safe this year needed 
one stop to harvest books. We forged new partnerships with 
child care providers to ensure that the children in their care 
could take home backpacks of age-appropriate, culturally 

inclusive books to fuel 
bedtime stories and 
home libraries.

BOOKS DIRECTLY TO HOMES
Our Book Babies families continued to receive their bundles of 
books at home. And since homes became classrooms for every child 
this year, we provided thousands of books directly to the homes of 
kindergarten through fifth grade students in partnership with Durham 
Public Schools. 

KEEP LEARNING ALIVE

GRAB-AND-GO BOOKS
The signature program of our Rapid Response Center, 
Grab-and-Go Books became the destination for families 
looking for books for their children while schools and 
libraries were closed. Every week, families pulled up to 
our Rapid Response Center, and safely, without contact, 
received bags of age-appropriate books to the delight 
of their children. 
 

One Day in September
Superheroes and princesses – masked, of 
course! – came to share bags of Grab-and-Go 
books with families. And, WOW, did families 
show up! Every 48 seconds, a car arrived to 
pick up bags of books, and, by the end of the 
afternoon, 281 cars full of young readers had 
visited us, taking home a whopping 2,944 books!

“Thank you! The rapid response during COVID-19 was quick, easy, and gave us something positive to look forward to in these challenging times.”

“You guys are doing a great service- my son woke up from his nap and had 

been told before his nap that there would be new books when he woke up. 

When he woke up, he came running into the living room saying ‘Mama, 

did you get my new books? Thank you so much for my new books.’”

“Literacy is a key component in my program and 
this program provides a way to get books in the 

homes of all the children we serve.”

“We were beyond thrilled when we opened your boxes and 

saw how many gorgeous, wonderful new books you gave 

us to share with the families who come to our Food Pantry. 

Also, we had no idea you were giving us books in Spanish.” 

Books build brains – and we did not let COVID-19 get in the 
way of our work to provide easy, free access to an abundance 
of books for all children!

We opened an all-new Rapid Response Center right next door 
to our headquarters in Durham, NC to house our Book Bank 
so that books could be quickly sorted, stickered, and sent into 
community places and directly to families. We showed up – 
safely – in places where families could readily access books 
to ignite their children’s imaginations and fuel their learning. 
And we collaborated with community partners so that, together, 
we could keep learning alive with books.



KEEP PARENTS CONNECTED

FAMILY WORKSHOPS AND FAMILY CHECK-INS
We tirelessly worked to support and connect with parents this 
year. We piloted a series of workshops with Durham Public 
Schools and the nationally recognized Springboard Collaborative 
so that elementary school families could be at-home reading 
coaches. We regularly checked in with our parent partners – with 
phone calls, texts, surveys, and focus groups – to listen closely 

to what they wanted, needed, 
and enjoyed so that they stayed 
connected to resources and to 
each other.

PRE-K/KINDERGARTEN TRANSITION COACHING
Pandemic or not: our Book Babies children kept growing and 
learning this year — and many got ready to enter formal learning 
environments in Pre-K and kindergarten. Their parents benefited 
from the expert individualized information and support provided 
by our Pre-K/K coach so that the first day for every child could 
be a joyful success.

LITERACY COACHING
We continued partnering with parents enrolled in Book Babies, our program 
that provides literacy coaching and lots of books to families over the course 
of the first five years of their children’s lives. But as soon as it became clear 
that our regular in-home visits were prohibited by COVID-19, we recreated our 
Book Babies meetings to virtual platforms. Parents – and children! – were 
enthusiastic participants – via Zoom, Skype, FaceTime, What’sApp, and more.

Parents are their children’s first teacher, brain builder, 
tech navigator, advocate, and coach. Our parent partners 
are our north star; they guide us, inspire us, and provide 
the fuel and energy that create success for their children. 

This year, in response to profound educational disruptions, 
we redoubled our efforts to keep parents connected to 
the literacy resources and supports that helped them 
keep learning alive for their children. 

“I am thankful for the workshops because they help me get back to the feeling of community that has been lacking and I can connect with other parents from our school.”

“The amount of support and resources that areprovided is amazing! You help us in many issuesabout the education of our children.”

CURATED RESOURCES FOR ALL PARENTS
Book Harvest literacy experts offered regular, live, and 
recorded on-line activities to all parents. “Parent Chats 
with Wilma” and “Audible with Amy” shared creative brain-
building activities that children need most. We provided 
laptops to families who needed them for connections 
to school for their children.

“I learn as much as my child to seethe importance of reading.”

“It has been so great to have this 

option and flexibility, and it’s great 

that everyone is safe...(our coach) 

speaks to me like anyone else she 

has known all of her life, being 

worthy of respect just like herself. 

This sets Book Harvest and Book 

Babies apart from other programs.”

Amy Franks
Learning Partnerships Manager

With 28 years of mom and super fun auntie 
experience, Amy looks to her six- and 
eight-year-old nieces and seven-year-old 
nephew to make her look cool and keep 
her in the know.

Wilmarie Cintron-TysonPre-K/K Transition Coach
Wilma is always looking for new things to try and new books to read with her one-year-old, Isabell
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“Durham Public Schools is grateful 
for Book Harvest’s continued 

commitment to provide an abundance 
of books that keep our learners 
engaged in reading. During this 

COVID crisis, these books have been 
a source of joy and continued literacy 

development for our K-5 students.”

“We love that literacy coaching starts from the 
newborn stage because I probably wouldn’t think 
to buy new books as often at such a young age or 
know what age appropriate books to start with at 

each development stage in their life. I’m happy that 
we implemented reading books into our routines 

early on because now my baby/toddler loves 
reading books and looks forward to it every day.”

“COVID-related 
school and library 

closures have made the 
imperative to get books 

into the hands of kids 
across Durham more 
important than ever.” 

“I never thought 
my daughter would 

have the opportunity 
to participate in a 

Pre-K program, and I 
know you made this 

possible.”

“I am immensely grateful to Book 
Harvest for their generosity to 

our students. In this difficult time, 
the book bags provided were a 

special help for our students and 
families…and that has made all 

the difference in keeping students 
connected to learning.”

“We love that we 
can explore the 

adventures of books 
and meet new people. 

And everyone is 
doing a great job with 

social distancing.”

BOOKS HARVESTED
BY CHILDREN IN 2020!

1,436,958
BOOKS HARVESTED

BY CHILDREN SINCE 2011!

Book Harvest Helps Educators KEEP LEARNING ALIVE for Students: Book Harvest Helps to KEEP PARENTS CONNECTED:



MEMORABLE MOMENTS

In a year defined by challenges, 2020 also provided us with moments 
to celebrate with our community, families, and children. And we were 
honored by moments of recognition for the work we continued to do to 
keep learning alive and keep parents connected. 

 MIRRORS, WINDOWS, AND SLIDING
 GLASS DOORS

 Just before the passing of U.S. Representative John Lewis, 
a friend of Book Harvest donated 10 copies of The March 
Trilogy, the graphic novel series that shares his heroic life 
story. It is one of the many books on our wish list, inspired 
by Dr. Rudine Sims Bishop who reminds us that books must 
serve as “mirrors, windows, and sliding glass doors”, so that 
all children see themselves in the pages of a book, glimpse 
the lives of others, and honor all backgrounds. 

 The very first children to receive a copy of the book are 
pictured here in a photo sent to us by their mother. When 
we shared the photo with our donor friend, she responded:

AND THE AWARDS GO TO...BOOK HARVEST!

• We were one of only 15 organizations globally to be 
selected for the 2020 Library of Congress Best Practices 
Literacy Award. 

• We were chosen to be part of the nationally recognized 
Fund for Shared Insight’s 2020 Listen4Good community, 
devoted to parent-centered partnerships and rigorous 
evaluation.

• GlaxoSmithKline named us as a 2020 GSK Impact Award 
recipient in recognition of our exceptional achievements, 
overall excellence, and best practices in contributing to a 
healthier Triangle Region. 

DREAM BIG 2020 
On January 20, 2020 – before COVID-19 struck – we marked 
MLK Day with DREAM BIG, our ninth annual community-
wide celebration of books for all children. More than 1,100 
friends gathered together at Rhythms Live Music Hall in 
Durham to donate books, volunteer, participate in family 
activities, meet favorite mascots, and celebrate kids, 
books, and reading. 

Thousands of generous book donors contributed 42,138 
books that day – books that have since found their way 
into the hands, homes, and hearts of local children and 
families. The volunteer leadership of 74 book drives 
captains and the generosity of 75 sponsors made our 
ninth annual DREAM BIG an unforgettable event! 

“I am so thrilled that these girls received the book! I know we have some future 

Congressmen and Congresswomen in the Triangle right now; future non-profit 

executives and civil rights activists and community organizers, CEOs, lawyers, doctors, 

teachers, artists, musicians and others who are going to find a way to change the world. 

Hopefully they keep seeing messages that they can be the hero of the story.” 



DONORS

Book Harvest pays grateful tribute to the many individuals, organizations, foundations, 
corporations, and government entities that supported our work with cash donations in 2020.
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2020 PARENT PARTNERS

Every parent we meet becomes a treasured member 
of the Book Harvest family. In 2020, these parents 

helped to shape our current and future programming, 
and we are especially grateful for their partnership: 

2020 COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Community organizations are our valued 
collaborators. Among the many who helped 
us to keep learning alive and keep parents 

connected in 2020 were:
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Marilyn Pinschmidt
Erica M. Plybeah
Stella Pool
Seshasayanan Pratap
Rita Pullen
Jane Purcell
Claire Rand
James Randolph
Bill Rauch
Sharon Ray
Kathy Reddy
Craig Register
Garrison Reid
Debbie Reinhartsen
Lisa and Mitchell Rentzler
Lynda Reynolds
Amy Barton Riedel
Betsy T. Robinson
Deborah Rodgers
Daniel Rogers
Jullia Rosdahl
Beth Ruggles
Quinn Russ
Maria Sanchez
Antoinette Santoro
Barbara Schwartz
Susan Scott
Sally Scruggs
Scottie Seawell
Robert Shapiro

Kristen Shattuck
Rochelle Siegel
Inna Siegel
Wendy Silverman
Janet Singer
Lila Singer
Kristin and Dave Sroka
Clare A. Stadlen
Dallas and Donna 

Stallings
Hannah Stang
David and Deborah Stein
Dori Steinberg
Patricia Strehle
Janice H. Summers
Nichol Tate
Faye Tate Williams
Nancy Taxman
Susan Taxman
Angela O. Terry
Judy and Stephen 

Thomson
Melissa Thornton
Barbara Trent
Melanie Trost
Brandi Tuttle
Claire Ullman
Melanie Unwin
Alka Upadhyay
Luann Van Deusen
Chris Van Hasselt
Terra VanBeek
Charlia Vance
Abi Vas
Chris Vitiello
VmWare Foundation
Lori Von Colln
Nina Waisman
Daniel Wallace
Sarah Wardell
Jill Wardwell
Louise and Joe Warenda
Erin Wasserman
Marcey Waters
Tommie Watson
Marialana Weitzel
Dennis Welly
Betsy West
Teresa Wheeler
Karen White
Tim Williams
Kelly Wilson
Elizabeth Wing
Emily Winslow
Clara Witherspoon
Anne Caitlin Witt
Kate Wood
Kelsey Woods
Connie Jo Dickerson and 

Jon Young
Kyle Zimmer
If you made a donation 
to Book Harvest in 2020 
and are not listed, we 
apologize! Please notify us 
at info@bookharvest.org.

University Chiropractic
Andrew Short and Andrea 

Vizoso
Jacob and Amanda Weir-

Gertzog
John Bley and Sarah Y. 

Wessell
Coleman and Brian 

Whittier
Sheena Wimmer
Karen and Philip Wolf
Richard Riddell and Deb 

Wong
BESTSELLERS
$250 - $499

Jonathan Abram
Swati Adarkar
Tom Ahern
Lynnette Anderson
Beth Anderson
Robert Anderson
Leah Austin
Evan Ashkin and Cheryl 

Baker
Meytal Barak
Ronald Bernstein
Better World Books
Tabitha Blackwell
Lisa Brachman
Tony and Teddie Brown
Jose and Cynthia Campo
Juan Canal
Susan and Thomas 

Carson
Heather and John 

Cheshire
Stephen Coggins
Stephen and Jane 

Coldiron
Benjamin Crawford
David Cromer
Janet Cromer
Scott Daugherty
Davie, Poplar Chapter 

NSDAR
Steven DeVrieze
Durham Academy
Jay and Lynn Easterling
Sandra Edgerley
Peter Eisenmann
Tabitha and David Elien
Candace D. Engles
Sue and James Engles
James Ervin
David Fite
Joyce Fitzpatrick
Anne C. Fogg
Kimberly Freeman
Gates Foundation
Liz and Mark Gustafson
Stuart Hall
Hill Learning Center
Sarah Hodder
Ben Holladay
Deborah and Mitch Horwitz

Darren Jackson
Suzanne Jacobs
Joan E. Kane
Jim and Shirley Kelley
Alan Khazei and Vanessa 

Kirsch
Edward Fiske and Helen 

Ladd
Bert L’Homme
Elizabeth Lattanzio
Stephane LeBlanc
Mary Jo and Thomas 

Lehman
Russell Leiman
George Lightbody
Maureen Corbett and 

Jean-Marie Maillard
Michael Brown and 

Charlotte Mao
Sally McCaffrey
Michele Lynn and Steve 

McConaughey
Abby Mitchell
Chris and Cheryl Moran
Michelle Neal
Diana Nelson
Stacy Nelson
Ola Stinnett State Farm 

Agency
Karen O’Mansky
Elizabeth and David 

Ondaatje
Mark Parker
Katie and Matt Perault
Dana Pope
Sarah Reckhow
Aimee Rodriguez
Tom Hadzor and Susan 

Ross
Carmen Ruth
Laura Ryan
Sarah Schulz
Amy and John Scott
Susan Slaff
Lee Smith
Gita Schonfeld and Marvin 

Swartz
Wendy Tanson, Remax 

Winning Edge
Thai Cafe
The Aluminum Company 

of North Carolina
The Smile Shop
David Theil
James Tulsky and Ilana 

Saraf
Neal R. and Myrna R. 

Tyson
Suzanne Valdivia
Michele Vernon
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Claire B. Wilcox
Wild Flora Farm
Kami Winningham
Dennis Wipper
Cheryl Wolfe

Elizabeth Woodman
Peggy L. Wynn
Kimberly and Jefferson 

Young

SCRIBES:
$100 - $249

Laura Ades
Amazon Smile Foundation
William and Patricia 

Armistead
Vickie Atwater
Kathy Bartlett
Valerie Bateman
Mell Battey
Michael and Jennifer 

Baucom
Greg Behr
Kathryn Bell
Myra Best
Lindsey Bineau
Fred and Sylvia Black
Sherrill Blazer
Jonathan Bloom
Julie Brannon
Yevonne Brannon
Judith A. Breen
George Brothers
Dominique Brown
Signe Ahmuty Brown
Susan Brown
Thomas and Paula Brown
Jeffery Burch
Kirsten and Bryan Bushick
Mariana Byrd
Heidi and J. Scott Carter
Colleen Castro
Ann Catalano
Tracy Cate
Barbara Holland Chapman
Julie M Chappell
Ronnie Chatterji
Jay Chaudhuri
Deborah Christie
Cisco Foundation
Lily Clark
Judith Close
Cole Charitable Gift Fund
Doriane Coleman
Renee and David Connelly
Contemporary Cowries
Gregory Cook
Kristin and Roy Cooper
Maria Corrao
Ashley Creech
Claudia Curtis
Rani Dasi
Allison Deal
Sarah and John Dendy
Alexa Dilworth
Deborah Dobbins
Adriana Doi
Alison Dorsey Eden
Sarah English
Nathan and Ann Erteschik
Holly Ewell-Lewis

JoAnna Ezuka
John and Dott 

Faulkenbury
Clairece Feagin
Frank and Peggy Fee
Joseph Ferrentino
Susan Fitzgerald
Kevin and Cindy Fitzgerald
Victor Freeman
Friends of Lakewood 

Elementary PTA
Kiera Gardner
Guy Garrett
Amanda Garrison
John Claude Bemis and 

Amy Gorely
Elizabeth Griswold
Paul Grosswald
Jill Hagey
Shaye Kathleen Harber
Joan Hart
Alexander Hartemink
Mike Hawkins
Roger Henkel
Susan Hester
Benay Hicks
Alan Hirsch
Hodges Family 

Foundation
Marjorie Hodges
Jane Hogan
Lindsay Ideson
Craig Jules Isaac
Deborah Jakubs
Wendy Jamerson
Jennifer and Blake 

Johnson 
Matt Johnson
Wendy Johnston
Christopher Jones
Susan Kagan
Shawn Karns
Pat and Mark Keller
Asha King
Felisha Kitchen
Matt Kopac
Karen Koreh
Geraldine and Ray Larson
Gladwyn Leiman
Steve Leinwand
Sherron Leplin
Alexandra LIghtfoot
Laurence Lilley
Derek and Ginger Long
Joe and Diana Long
Audrey Love
Robin Magee
Wendy Marion
Mary Martin
Erika McCarthy
Jill McCorkle
Bruce Menin
Tom and Nancy Metzloff
Ellen P. Miller
Melanie Mitchell
James Murphy

Jaymie Nagar
Oak Church
Carmen and TL Odom
Elena Oh
Lisa Orgren
Alice Owen
Katharine Panuska
Ann Panuska
Susan Anthony and 

Satyen Patel
Kimberly Perez
Yvette Petersen
Julie D. Phlegar
Carol Pinkasavage
Stefan Pinkus
John J. Pinto
Jessica Poland
Barry Poss
Laura Qualls
Jennifer Raiser
Veshana Ramiah
Bryna and Greg Rapp
Lois and Rich Rawson
Laura and Charlie Reece
Barbara Reed
Jane Anderson and John 

Reif
Karen and Michael Reitz
Dolores Richardson
Chandler Rock
Laura Roe
Jane Roesch
Jed and Janis Rood
Deborah Roth
Gabrielle Rousso
Darielle and Lee 

Ruderman
Bruce Sabath
Eric Schoenberg
Michael Schwalbe
Amy E. Schwartz
Robert Seligson
Brian Shuman
Karen Sindelar
Nicolas Pinel and Amy 

Sloane-Pinel
Beth Smoot
Meg and Jose Solera
Wendy Sorin
St Paul’s Lutheran Church
Jane Stein
Anne Stephens
Rachel Stine
Jeanette Stokes
Sharon S. Stone
Pat and Mike Stoudt
Catherine Stratton
Taquoia Street
Susan B. Winkler 

Charitable Fund
Logan Swisher
Wendy Tanson
Emily Taylor
Woody Taylor
Alison Taylor
Michael Terris

DONORS DONORS



We provide an abundance of books and 
ongoing literacy support to families and 
their children from birth, and we serve 

as a model for communities committed 
to ensuring that children are lifelong 

readers and learners.

OUR MISSION
We envision a world in which 

reading, learning, and access to 
information are considered rights, 

not privileges, so that all
children thrive.

OUR VISION
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